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A review of circulation dynamics of the coastal oceans near China

SU Jrlan'

(1. Laboratory of Ocean Dynamic Processes and Satellite Oceanography, Second Institute of Oceanography, State O-ceanic
Administration, Hangzhou 310012, China)

Abstract: Recent studies on the circulat ion dy namics of the coastal oceans next to China are review ed. These studies
w ere based on extensive hydrographic surveys and some moored (mostly short term) cwrrent meter observations, as
well as through numerical models. Although strong monsoonal winds, large buoyancy fluxes and active tidal mixing
are all important in driving circulation in t hese oceans, interaction betw een the operr ocean forcing and the unique to-
pography of the coastal oceans seems be a major contributing factor to many of the outstanding feature found here

north of 16’ N.
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